ISFA U15 CUP
To all Match Referees
Thank you very much for agreeing to referee a match in the Investec ISFA U15 Cup.  This tournament is administered by the Independent Schools F.A., which is affiliated to the Football Association.

Please could you note the following:

1. All matches should consist of 35 minutes each way.

2. In the event of a draw, extra-time of 10 minutes each way should be played.  If a match remains drawn at the end of extra-time, penalties should be taken to decide the winning team.
3. Each team may name up to three substitutes.  Repeated substitutions are permitted in this tournament (i.e. a player who has been substituted during a match then becomes a substitute and may, in turn, replace another player at any time, subject to the substitution being carried out in accordance with Law 3 of the Laws of the Game).  However, no team may use more than 14 players in total and all 14 players must be named before the start of the match. 

4. No school may name on the team sheet more than 5 players who are contracted to an Academy operating under the Elite Player Performance Plan (EPPP).  Such players should be indicated on the team sheet
Before kick-off, you will be given a Match Report Form, on which both schools will have filled in the names of their teams.  If you do not receive it, please ask for it.  After the match, please fill in the reverse side of this sheet, giving the score and, in the event of any disciplinary offences having occurred, your report on these.  The home school will return the form to ISFA within 48 hours.  
The Match Referee is encouraged to make any additional comments he/she might wish concerning the conduct of this match to discipline@isfa.org.uk.  This is a schoolboy football match so you are particularly reminded that: 
· There should be zero tolerance of foul and abusive language, dissent and aggressive behaviour, on the pitch or from the touchline. This should apply to players, officials and spectators.   The system of temporary dismissals (“sinbins”) is in operation for yellow cards issued for dissent (8 mins).

· Please advise ISFA of any misconduct by adults in particular – spectators or coaches.  Coaches on the touchline are teachers and should conduct themselves as appropriate for a teacher in a school environment.  There should be no questioning of your decisions, nor constant claiming for decisions, particularly when within the earshot of substitutes/pupils on the touchline.  You are asked to report any cases where this occurs.  Yellow/red cards should be issued to coaching staff if necessary and such occurrences reported.

· In the event of spectators being present, they should be kept back from the touchlines by means of a barrier or rope.  Both schools are responsible for the conduct of their spectators.

Once again, thank you for refereeing today’s game.  Your assistance is greatly appreciated.


David Elleray



Chairman of ISFA and Chairman of The, FA Referees’ Committee
