ISFA U16 SMALL SCHOOLS SHIELD
To all Match Referees
Thank you very much for agreeing to referee a match in the ISFA U16 Shield.  This tournament is administered by the Independent Schools F.A., which is affiliated to the Football Association.

Please could you note the following:

1. All matches should consist of 40 minutes each way.

2. In the event of a draw, extra-time of 10 minutes each way should be played.  If a match remains drawn at the end of extra-time, penalties should be taken to decide the winning team.

3. Each team may name up to three substitutes.  Repeated substitutions are permitted in this tournament (i.e. a player who has been substituted during a match then becomes a substitute and may, in turn, replace another player at any time, subject to the substitution being carried out in accordance with Law 3 of the Laws of the Game).  However, no team may use more than 14 players in total and all 14 players must be named before the start of the match. 

Before kick-off, you should be given a Match Report Form, on which both schools will have filled in the names of their teams.  If you do not receive it, please ask for it.  After the match, please could you fill in the reverse side of this sheet, giving the score and, in the event of any disciplinary offences having occurred, your report on these.  In addition, we ask you to rate both schools conduct in various categories, with a score of between 5 and 8 being normal except in exceptional circumstances.  These scores will contribute towards ISFA’s Fair Play Award at the end of the season.  Please use the attached stamped addressed envelope to return the Form within 48 hours.

This is a schoolboy tournament and I.S.F.A. is very anxious to maintain the highest standards of behaviour on and off the field.  We would be grateful for your assistance in this and, in particular, please ensure that there is zero tolerance of foul and abusive language, dissent and aggressive behaviour, on the pitch or from the touchline. This should apply to players, officials and spectators.  David Elleray, Chairman of ISFA, has asked that you include in your Match Report full details of any incidents in which these standards are not adhered to. Where a neutral Assistant Referee witnesses any untoward behaviour please ask him/her to submit a report as well, ideally along with yours.

The Independent Schools FA supports the FA ‘Respect’ Programme. The two team captains should be encouraged to work with you in ensuring good behaviour on the field and respect for your decisions. “Spectators areas”, though not mandatory, are strongly encouraged in this competition and, in line with the FA’s Respect Programme, if possible the pitch should be ‘roped off’ (compulsory in the later stages). Both schools are responsible for the behaviour and conduct of their supporters

Once again, thank you for refereeing today’s game.  Your assistance is greatly appreciated.





Mark Dickson





Chief Executive/ISFA

